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Abstract

This study investigates the cross-cultural adaptation of zakat and sadaqah as instruments of
Islamic philanthropy to foster socio-economic empowerment in predominantly non-Muslim
superpower nations. Within the globalized context, these mechanisms demonstrate significant
potential for addressing social inequalities, yet their implementation faces unique socio-cultural
challenges. Through a systematic literature review, this research analyzes empirical studies on
the integration of zakat and sadaqah in diverse societies, revealing that non-Muslim
communities’ acceptance hinges on understanding their underlying ethical principles and socio-
economic utility. Key barriers include cultural dissonance, regulatory constraints, and
skepticism toward faith-based initiatives, which impede collaboration with local institutions. The
study underscores the imperative of adaptive strategies—such as culturally tailored education,
technology-mediated transparency, and interfaith dialogue—to bridge these gaps. By positioning
zakat and sadagah within localized frameworks of social justice, this research proposes actionable
pathways for policymakers and philanthropic organizations to leverage Islamic finance for
equitable resource distribution. Ultimately, a context-sensitive approach can transform these
religious obligations into scalable tools for reducing inequality and enhancing community
resilience in superpower states.

Keywords: Zakat, Sadaqah, Cross-Cultural Adaptation, Socio-Economic Empowerment,
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Introduction

Zakat and sadaqah, the two main instruments of philanthropy in Islam,
have long been considered effective tools for addressing social inequality in
Muslim-majority countries (Annisa Qurrota A’yun et al., 2022; Anugrah, 2023;
Kailani & Slama, 2020; Mukhlishin et al., 2022; Noviarita et al., 2024). However,

the role of Islamic philanthropy in non-Muslim countries, especially in
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superpowers such as the United States, Russia, and China, has received less
attention (Riani & Fatoni, 2022). Social inequality in these nations often occurs on
a large scale, and existing wealth redistribution instruments may not include
religion-based approaches (Avram et al., 2014; Fuest et al., 2010; McLaren et al.,
2024; Zorgui et al., 2016). Amid cultural and religious diversity, zakat and
sadagah have the potential to adapt to local values while continuing to uphold
the principles of social justice that are central to Islamic teachings (Jamal et al.,
2019; Lestari et al., 2024; Rizal et al., 2023; Woodward, 2022). Research suggests
that zakat and sadaqgah are not only tools for wealth redistribution but also means
for fostering more inclusive community development. In non-Muslim societies,
Islamic philanthropy can play a similar role but requires strategies tailored to the
local socio-cultural context (Marizal et al.,, 2023). Current data suggest that
Islamic philanthropy can be applied in multicultural societies with significant
positive impacts on reducing social inequality (Bagasra, 2021). Therefore, zakat
and sadagah hold substantial potential to empower communities in superpower
countries, but the approach must be adjusted to local socio-cultural conditions
(Chetioui et al., 2023; Weiss, 2020).

While there has been extensive research on the role of zakat and sadaqah
in Muslim-majority countries, in-depth studies on the application of Islamic
philanthropy in non-Muslim countries, especially in superpower nations, are still
quite limited. Previous studies have primarily focused on the impact of zakat in
poverty alleviation in developing countries (Hamdani et al., 2024; Herianingrum
et al,, 2024; Nur Aisyah Indarningsih et al., 2023; Soleh, 2019; Weiss, 2020).
Meanwhile, the significant potential of Islamic philanthropy in developed
countries like the United States, Russia, and China remains largely unexplored.
Research such as that by Nurul Huda et al. (2023) highlights zakat in the context
of developing economies, and the study by Aracil (2019) focuses on the social
responsibility of Islamic banking. Unfortunately, there are few studies that delve
into the role of zakat and sadagah in empowering communities in superpower
nations with significant social inequalities. Hence, further research is needed to
understand how zakat and sadaqah can be integrated into strategies for reducing
social inequality in these developed countries.

This study aims to fill the gap in the literature regarding the role of zakat
and sadaqah in addressing social inequalities in superpower nations. Given the
significant social disparities in these countries, it is crucial to ask how these

Islamic philanthropic instruments can function in the context of non-Muslim

Asian Journal of Muslim Philanthropy and Citizen Engagement Vol. 1, No. 2, 2025. Ilﬂ



Octaviani et al.

societies. Several important questions need to be addressed: first, how can zakat
and sadaqah be implemented in superpower countries that have diverse social
and cultural structures? Second, what are the specific challenges faced in
applying these practices in non-Muslim-majority nations, and how can these
challenges be overcome? Lastly, what strategies can be developed to ensure that
zakat and sadaqah not only reduce social inequalities but also contribute to
building more inclusive and just communities in these countries? These
questions will guide future research and contribute to a more comprehensive
understanding of the global potential of Islamic philanthropy.

This study employs a qualitative research method with a literature review
approach to understand the role of zakat and sadaqah in global social
empowerment, particularly in superpower countries with predominantly non-
Muslim populations. The research process begins with collecting relevant
literature from various academic databases, such as Google Scholar, Scopus, and
Web of Science (Candra Susanto et al.,, 2024; Furlong & Lester, 2023). The
selection criteria include topic relevance, author credibility, and the literature’s
contribution to understanding the application of zakat and sadaqah in diverse
social and cultural contexts. Various studies related to the acceptance of Islamic
philanthropy by non-Muslim communities, the challenges in implementing
zakat and sadaqgah, and their potential impact on reducing social inequality are
thoroughly reviewed. Data analysis is conducted using a thematic approach
(Medias et al., 2022), where key patterns—such as non-Muslim communities’
perceptions of zakat and sadaqgah, the challenges faced in their implementation,
and strategies to enhance acceptance and effectiveness in diverse societies—are
identified and critically analyzed. Through this method, the study aims to
provide significant theoretical contributions to the field of Islamic philanthropy
while offering new insights on how zakat and sadaqah can be optimized to
empower communities and strengthen social justice, especially in superpower

nations with high levels of social and cultural diversity.

The Implementation of Zakat and Sadaqah In Non-Muslim Countries
Particularly in superpower nations like the United States, presents unique
opportunities to address social inequality through culturally sensitive and
adaptive approaches. According to Iskandar Putri (2022), cultural sensitivity is
crucial in enhancing the productivity of zakat institutions in Indonesia, a

principle equally applicable in non-Muslim countries. Zakat and sadaqah can be
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adapted to align with local customs and values, thereby strengthening their role
in tackling various social challenges unique to each community. This adaptation
not only increases the relevance of zakat but also enables the application of
Islamic principles of social justice. Fulton et al. (2019) add that integrating local
values into philanthropic initiatives is essential for fostering broader community
engagement, especially in organizations where the majority of members come
from specific racial backgrounds. In the United States, for instance, culturally
sensitive zakat practices can improve community acceptance and participation.
Fitzpatrick & Willis (2020) also highlight that philanthropy must consider the
ethical dimensions present in different social and cultural contexts. By adopting
a contextual approach, zakat and sadagah can more effectively create the desired
social impact, particularly in addressing inequality in various non-Muslim
countries.

In addition to cultural sensitivity and local adaptation, transparency and
collaboration between institutions are key factors in ensuring the effectiveness of
zakat and sadagah in non-Muslim countries. Vuletich et al. (2023) emphasize the
importance of building trust between zakat institutions and the public through
transparency in governance and fund distribution. In countries like the United
States, where society places high value on accountability in philanthropic
organizations, zakat institutions must prioritize transparency to encourage
greater public participation. Collaboration with local organizations and
communities is also crucial in enhancing the effectiveness of zakat and sadaqah,
as outlined by Oishi et al. (2011). By working closely with local communities,
zakat institutions can gain a better understanding of specific community needs,
ensuring that collected funds are used more efficiently to address relevant social
issues. For instance, in urban areas of the United States, economic inequality and
access to healthcare can be more effectively addressed through partnerships
between zakat organizations and local groups with deep knowledge of the
community’s conditions. Yang (2023) further notes that technology can be
leveraged to increase community engagement in zakat and sadaqah. Digital
platforms allow philanthropic institutions to reach more people and enhance
participation in zakat and sadaqgah campaigns, facilitating more transparent
communication between these organizations and donors in the digital era.

Zakat and sadaqah also hold significant potential in addressing socio-
economic inequalities in non-Muslim countries. According to Nau & Firebaugh

(2012), zakat and sadaqah can be tailored to the specific socio-economic
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challenges faced by local communities, thus reinforcing their role in promoting
social justice. In countries like the United States, zakat can be directed towards
addressing issues such as poverty, unemployment, and unequal access to
education and healthcare services. A clear focus on these problems enables zakat
to make a more tangible impact in improving community well-being. By aligning
zakat efforts with these socio-economic needs, zakat institutions can play a vital
role in reducing inequalities and promoting a more equitable distribution of
resources in non-Muslim societies, ultimately fostering greater social cohesion

and justice.

Non-Muslim Societies” Acceptance of Islamic Philanthropy

The reception of Islamic philanthropy, particularly zakat and sadaqgah, in
non-Muslim superpower nations with diverse social and cultural structures
presents a unique opportunity to explore how these practices can adapt to
different contexts while promoting social justice. Igbal and Mirakhor (2013)
emphasize the importance of cultural sensitivity in the implementation of zakat
and sadaqah in non-Muslim countries. Understanding local customs and values
is crucial for the success of these practices. By tailoring zakat and sadaqah to align
with local cultural norms, Islamic philanthropic organizations can enhance their
effectiveness in addressing social issues. Furthermore, Febriandika et al. (2023)
highlight that integrating local values can improve Muslim communities’ trust in
formal zakat institutions, encouraging compliance. Therefore, incorporating local
cultural values into zakat and sadaqah initiatives is essential for increasing
community engagement and acceptance of these practices. Additionally, ethical
considerations in the management of zakat are key. Rizal et al. (2023) stress that
ethical principles must underpin the collection and distribution of zakat to ensure
that funds are used justly. Public trust in zakat institutions grows when there is
transparency and accountability, as noted by Noor et al. (2024), who emphasize
that effective governance is vital for ensuring that zakat funds are used for their
intended purposes.

Technology plays a crucial role in enhancing the effectiveness of zakat and
sadaqah. Ninglasari (2021) demonstrates that the use of digital platforms can
increase community engagement and extend the reach of Islamic philanthropic
organizations. By leveraging technology, zakat and sadaqah practices can be
adapted to meet the needs of various cultural contexts while maintaining a focus

on social goals. Khotimah et al. (2022) highlight the need for educational and
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awareness campaigns to promote zakat and sadaqah in non-Muslim countries.
Raising awareness of the principles and benefits of these practices can improve
their acceptance and effectiveness. Educating the public on the role of zakat in
promoting social justice will help increase community involvement and support.
Moreover, Ramli et al. (2018) underscore the importance of zakat and sadaqah in
addressing socio-economic inequality. These practices must be tailored to meet
the specific needs of the communities they aim to serve, thereby improving their
effectiveness. By focusing on local socio-economic challenges, Islamic
philanthropic organizations can ensure their efforts are relevant and resonate
with the communities they seek to assist.

A holistic approach to the implementation of zakat and sadaqah is also
critical. Lestari et al. (2024) emphasize that integrating various dimensions of
social justice, such as economic empowerment and community development, can
enhance the impact of philanthropic practices. This approach allows
organizations to not only provide financial assistance but also empower
communities to build their capacity over the long term. Continuous evaluation
and adjustment of zakat and sadaqah practices are also necessary to improve
their effectiveness and relevance. By regularly assessing the impact of their
initiatives, philanthropic organizations can make necessary adjustments to
improve outcomes. This not only increases accountability but also ensures that
zakat and sadagah remain responsive to the changing needs of the community.
Overall, the implementation of zakat and sadaqah in superpower nations must
consider cultural sensitivity, ethics, technology, education, and a holistic
approach to maximize their impact in promoting social justice and reducing

inequality.

Challenges in Implementing Zakat and Sadaqah in Predominantly Non-
Muslim Societies

The implementation of zakat and sadagah in majority non-Muslim
communities presents unique challenges and opportunities in addressing social
inequality. These Islamic philanthropic practices must be adapted to diverse
cultural and social contexts, making it essential to identify the obstacles and
supporting factors that affect their effectiveness. One of the common challenges
faced is the lack of institutional support. As highlighted by Sadallah et al. (2023),
the absence of established zakat institutions in majority non-Muslim countries

can create confusion regarding the obligations and procedures of giving zakat,
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which in turn may reduce compliance and its impact on poverty alleviation.
Furthermore, cultural misunderstandings are also a significant issue, with Jamal
et al. (2019) noting that misconceptions about zakat and sadaqah can hinder
acceptance and participation. Therefore, better education and awareness efforts
are needed to enhance public understanding of these practices.

Additionally, integrating zakat with local philanthropic traditions
presents its own set of challenges. According to Sadallah et al. (2023), aligning
zakat with existing philanthropic practices can be difficult, particularly in
countries with different cultural and religious frameworks. This requires a
tlexible approach, one that respects local customs while promoting the principles
of Islamic philanthropy. Moreover, building trust is a key factor in ensuring the
success of zakat distribution. Syahputra et al. (2023) show that in majority non-
Muslim communities, Islamic philanthropic institutions may be less known,
necessitating greater efforts to build credibility in order to attract donors and
beneficiaries. Beyond these challenges, regulations also pose obstacles, with
Yasni & Erlanda (2020) emphasizing that in countries that do not officially
recognize Islamic philanthropic practices, zakat institutions may face difficulties
in operationalizing and achieving their social goals.

Another important aspect to consider is public awareness and education
about zakat. Sadallah et al. (2023) argue that without a proper understanding of
zakat, public participation in these initiatives will be limited. In the context of
economic inequality, Ali & Hatta (2014) point out that difficult socioeconomic
conditions can worsen the effectiveness of zakat and sadaqah if they are not
tailored to the specific challenges faced by local communities. Rejection of
religion-based philanthropy, as explained by Farouk et al. (2018), can also
become a barrier to participation. Some individuals may hesitate to engage with
zakat due to its religious connotations. Additionally, perceptions of injustice
arising in multicultural societies, as noted by Marizal et al. (2023), can result in
certain groups feeling marginalized by these philanthropic practices. Finally, the
difficulty of measuring the impact of zakat and sadaqah, discussed by Marizal et
al. (2023), further adds to the challenge of building a case for the sustainability of
these philanthropic programs. Without effective metrics and evaluation systems,
it is hard to demonstrate zakat’s contribution to addressing social issues, making

it difficult to attract interest from donors and other supporting institutions.
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The Importance of Integrating Local Values to Enhance Zakat Acceptance and
Participation

The integration of local values into the management and distribution of
zakat is crucial for enhancing its acceptance and participation within the Muslim
community. Zakat, as a religious obligation, serves not only as a means of wealth
redistribution but also as a tool for social welfare and community empowerment.
The effectiveness of zakat systems can be significantly improved by aligning
them with local cultural norms, governance practices, and community
engagement strategies. Local cultural values play a key role in shaping
individuals’ attitudes and behaviors toward zakat. Research indicates that
communities that emphasize solidarity and mutual assistance are more likely to
actively engage in zakat collection and distribution (Putra et al., 2024). The
cultural context influences not only the willingness to pay zakat but also the
methods through which it is managed and utilized. For example, in regions
where communal support is a strong value, zakat can be seen as a collective
responsibility, thereby enhancing participation rates (Syauqi et al., 2022). This
cultural alignment fosters a sense of ownership and accountability among
community members, which is essential for the sustainability of zakat programs
(Dikuraisyin & Najah, 2024).

Moreover, the effectiveness of zakat management institutions often
depends on their ability to resonate with local governance structures and
regulations. As highlighted in various studies, the implementation of regional
regulations that promote zakat management can significantly enhance
community participation (Aswar & I. Rahim, 2023). For example, in Gorontalo,
the local government has taken steps to socialize zakat regulations and increase
community involvement in zakat management, leading to improved outcomes
(Aswar, 2023). This emphasizes the importance of integrating local governance
frameworks with zakat management practices to create a conducive environment
for zakat collection and distribution. The role of good governance in zakat
management cannot be overstated. Effective governance practices, characterized
by transparency, accountability, and community engagement, are essential for
building trust among muzakki (those who pay zakat) (Utami et al., 2023). Trust
is a critical factor influencing the willingness of individuals to contribute to zakat
institutions. When muzakki perceive that zakat funds are managed responsibly
and effectively, their confidence in the system increases, leading to higher

participation rates (Saad et al., 2016). Furthermore, establishing robust internal
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controls and accountability mechanisms within zakat institutions can reduce
concerns about mismanagement and corruption, thereby enhancing public trust
(Narulitasari et al., 2023).

In addition to governance and cultural factors, the socio-economic context
of zakat recipients (mustahik) also plays a significant role in determining the
success of zakat programs. Understanding the demographic and socio-cultural
characteristics of mustahik can inform the design of targeted interventions aimed
at poverty alleviation (Trianto et al., 2020). For instance, zakat institutions that
tailor their programs to meet the specific needs of different demographic groups
are more likely to achieve positive outcomes (Singandaru et al., 2024). This
approach not only addresses the immediate financial needs of mustahik but also
empowers them through skill development and economic opportunities, thereby
fostering long-term sustainability. Furthermore, the integration of technology in
zakat management has emerged as a vital component in enhancing participation
and efficiency. The digitization of zakat payments and the use of mobile
applications can facilitate easier access for muzakki, thereby increasing the
likelihood of participation (Utami et al., 2021). Digital platforms can also provide
transparency in the distribution of zakat funds, allowing muzakki to track how
their contributions are utilized, which can further enhance trust and engagement
(Sofiyawati & Halimah, 2022). The role of digital technology in zakat
management is particularly relevant in the context of younger generations who
are more inclined to engage with digital solutions.

The educational aspect of zakat, particularly zakat literacy, is another
critical factor influencing participation. Increasing awareness and understanding
of zakat within the community can lead to higher acceptance and willingness to
contribute (Syauqi et al., 2022). Educational initiatives that focus on the religious,
social, and economic benefits of zakat can empower individuals to fulfill their
obligations more effectively. Moreover, zakat literacy programs can help
demystify the processes involved in zakat payment and distribution, making it
more accessible to the general public (Mentari & Suriani, 2021). The integration
of local values into zakat management is essential for increasing acceptance and
participation within the Muslim community. By aligning zakat practices with
cultural norms, enhancing governance structures, understanding the socio-
economic context of mustahik, leveraging technology, and promoting zakat

literacy, zakat institutions can create a more effective and sustainable system.
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This holistic approach not only fulfills the religious obligation of zakat but also

contributes to broader social welfare and community empowerment objectives.

The Use of Technology to Expand the Global Impact of Zakat

The integration of local values into the management and distribution of
zakat is crucial for enhancing its acceptance and participation within the Muslim
community. Zakat, as a religious obligation, serves not only as a means of wealth
redistribution but also as a tool for social welfare and community empowerment.
The effectiveness of zakat systems can be significantly improved by aligning
them with local cultural norms, governance practices, and community
engagement strategies. Local cultural values play a key role in shaping
individuals’ attitudes and behaviors toward zakat. Research indicates that
communities that emphasize solidarity and mutual assistance are more likely to
actively engage in zakat collection and distribution (Putra, 2024). The cultural
context influences not only the willingness to pay zakat but also the methods
through which it is managed and utilized. For example, in regions where
communal support is a strong value, zakat can be seen as a collective
responsibility, thereby enhancing participation rates (Syauqi et al., 2022). This
cultural alignment fosters a sense of ownership and accountability among
community members, which is essential for the sustainability of zakat programs
(Dikuraisyin, 2024).

Moreover, the effectiveness of zakat management institutions often
depends on their ability to resonate with local governance structures and
regulations. As highlighted in various studies, the implementation of regional
regulations that promote zakat management can significantly enhance
community participation (Aswar, 2023). For example, in Gorontalo, the local
government has taken steps to socialize zakat regulations and increase
community involvement in zakat management, leading to improved outcomes
(Aswar, 2023). This emphasizes the importance of integrating local governance
frameworks with zakat management practices to create a conducive environment
for zakat collection and distribution. The role of good governance in zakat
management cannot be overstated. Effective governance practices, characterized
by transparency, accountability, and community engagement, are essential for
building trust among muzakki (those who pay zakat) (Utami, 2023). Trust is a
critical factor influencing the willingness of individuals to contribute to zakat
institutions. When muzakki perceive that zakat funds are managed responsibly
and effectively, their confidence in the system increases, leading to higher
participation rates (Saad et al., 2016). Furthermore, establishing robust internal
controls and accountability mechanisms within zakat institutions can reduce
concerns about mismanagement and corruption, thereby enhancing public trust
(Narulitasari, 2023).
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In addition to governance and cultural factors, the socio-economic context
of zakat recipients (mustahik) also plays a significant role in determining the
success of zakat programs. Understanding the demographic and socio-cultural
characteristics of mustahik can inform the design of targeted interventions aimed
at poverty alleviation (Trianto et al., 2020). For instance, zakat institutions that
tailor their programs to meet the specific needs of different demographic groups
are more likely to achieve positive outcomes (Singandaru, 2024). This approach
not only addresses the immediate financial needs of mustahik but also empowers
them through skill development and economic opportunities, thereby fostering
long-term sustainability. Furthermore, the integration of technology in zakat
management has emerged as a vital component in enhancing participation and
efficiency. The digitization of zakat payments and the use of mobile applications
can facilitate easier access for muzakki, thereby increasing the likelihood of
participation (Utami et al., 2021). Digital platforms can also provide transparency
in the distribution of zakat funds, allowing muzakki to track how their
contributions are utilized, which can further enhance trust and engagement
(Sofiyawati & Halimah, 2022). The role of digital technology in zakat
management is particularly relevant in the context of younger generations who
are more inclined to engage with digital solutions.

The educational aspect of zakat, particularly zakat literacy, is another
critical factor influencing participation. Increasing awareness and understanding
of zakat within the community can lead to higher acceptance and willingness to
contribute (Syauqi et al., 2022). Educational initiatives that focus on the religious,
social, and economic benefits of zakat can empower individuals to fulfill their
obligations more effectively. Moreover, zakat literacy programs can help
demystify the processes involved in zakat payment and distribution, making it
more accessible to the general public (Mentari & Suriani, 2021). The
integration of local values into zakat management is essential for increasing
acceptance and participation within the Muslim community. By aligning zakat
practices with cultural norms, enhancing governance structures, understanding
the socio-economic context of mustahik, leveraging technology, and promoting
zakat literacy, zakat institutions can create a more effective and sustainable
system. This holistic approach not only fulfills the religious obligation of zakat
but also contributes to broader social welfare and community empowerment
objectives.

Conclutions
This research highlights that although zakat and sadaqah have great
potential in reducing social inequality in superpower nations with majority non-

Muslim populations, there are significant challenges that need to be addressed to

Asian Journal of Muslim Philanthropy and Citizen Engagement Vol. 1, No. 2, 2025. IEI



Octaviani et al.

optimize their impact. The acceptance of Islamic philanthropy by non-Muslim
communities heavily depends on their understanding of the basic principles of
zakat and sadaqah. Therefore, education and outreach regarding their purpose
and benefits are crucial. These challenges include cultural differences, strict
regulations, and the limitations of philanthropic infrastructure, all of which can
hinder collaboration between Islamic philanthropic institutions and non-Muslim
communities. Building synergy between Islamic philanthropic organizations,
local institutions, and the broader community is essential to improving
transparency, accountability, and the effectiveness of these programs.
Additionally, a community-based approach can foster a sense of ownership over
these initiatives, thereby increasing the chances of success. With adaptive and
inclusive strategies, zakat and sadaqah can serve as powerful tools for
empowering communities and achieving social justice. It is hoped that through
collaboration between philanthropic institutions, governments, and society, a

more just and prosperous world can be realized.
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